 [image: ]
Great Decisions 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk215561660]Great Decisions is America's largest discussion program on world affairs. The program provides background information and policy options for the most critical issues facing America each year and serves as the starting place for dialogue and discussion within the community. The eight topics are selected by the Foreign Policy Association (FPA) each year. It is our longest running and largest community program on global issues.

Tuesday Evenings 6:00-7:15pm (EST)
February 3 through March 24
Receptions from 5:15-6pm before each program
The Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum
303 Pearl St NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49504
Free Parking available. Free and open to the public. Programs will be recorded and posted on Council YouTube page.

February 3, Identity and Belonging in Xi Jinping’s China
Emily Feng, International Correspondent, NPR
Special thanks to Grand Valley State University

February 10, Can the Post-WWII International Order Survive the 21st Century?
Joel Westra, Politcs & Economics and Pre-Law, Calvin University

February 17, Inside Kyiv: A Conversation with Ambassador (ret.) Bridget A. Brink*
Ambassador (ret.) Bridget A. Brink, former US Ambassador to Ukraine

February 24, Beyond the Map: Africa Today
Bill Moseley, President, American Association of Geographers
Special thanks to Grand Rapids Community College

March 3, Fostering a Fourth Democratic Wave: Countering the Authoritarian Threat
Hardy Merriman, former president, International Center on Nonviolent Conflict (ICNC)

March 10, The US in a Changing Global Order
Ambassador (ret.) P. Michael McKinley, former US Ambassador to Peru, Colombia, Afghanistan, and Brazil
Special thanks to Amway

March 17, Why Nuclear Risk Matters to All of Us
Page Stoutland, former consultant to Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI)

March 24, From West Michigan to the World: The Global Economy at Home
Panel discussion, speakers tbd

Visit: https://www.worldmichigan.org/

*The program on February 17, with Ambassador Bridget A. Brink will be held at East Grand Rapids High School, Little Auditorium. Check our website for more information on this program.
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